
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

1 Raffi Leon George (Estate) Case No.  04CEPR01552 
Attorney Simonian, Jeffrey D (for Leon Y. George and Armen L. George – Administrators) 
  Probate Status Hearing Re: Failure to File the Inventory and Appraisal and for  

 Failure to File a First Account or Petition for Final Distribution 

 LEON Y. GEORGE, father, and ARMEN L. 
GEORGE, brother, were appointed as Co-
Administrators with Full IAEA without bond 
and Letters issued on 1-25-05. 
 

Inventory and Appraisal Partial No. 1 was 

filed on 01/09/2015 indicating real 

property valued at $160,000.00 and 

personal property valued at $1,500.00.  

 

Final Inventory and Appraisal Partial No. 2 

was filed 04/20/2015 indicating personal 

property valued at $139,728.83 
 
No accounting or petition for final 
distribution was ever filed pursuant to 
Probate Code §12200. 
 

Minute Order of 04/20/2015 set this status 

hearing.  Minute Order states: Mr. 

Simonian represents that he has the 

completed Final Inventory and Appraisal 

with him and he will file it directly after this 

proceeding.  Mr. George requests 45 

days; the OSC is vacated.  If the petition 

is filed at least two court days prior, then 

no appearance is necessary on 

06/15/2015.  

 

 
 

Please see additional page 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order of 10/19/2015: Mr. 

Simonian represents that he 

miscalendared today’s hearing, 

and that he is still working on the 

petition for the Father’s estate.  The 

Court imposes a $100.00 sanction, 

stayed for one week.   

 

1. Need First Account or Petition 

for Final Distribution or current 

written status report pursuant to 

Local Rule 7.5 which states in all 

matters set for status hearing 

verified status reports must be 

filed no later than 10 days 

before the hearing.  Status 

Reports must comply with the 

applicable code requirements.  

Notice of the status hearing, 

together with a copy of the 

Status Report shall be served on 

all necessary parties.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

1 (additional page) Raffi Leon George (Estate) Case No.  04CEPR01552 
 

Status Report filed 09/25/2015 for previous hearing states the Petition for Final Distribution of the 

Decedent’s estate has been prepared and forwarded to the Administrator for signature.  Waivers of 

Accounting by all heirs of the Decedent have been prepared and forwarded for their respective 

signatures.  As of this date, they have not been returned to allow for filing with this Court prior to the 

scheduled Status Hearing.  The sole heirs of the Decedent under the laws of intestate succession are 

his parents, Leon Y. George (deceased) and Louise K. George.  The Decedent’s estate is solvent.  All 

creditor claims that have been filed are to be allowed.  The claim of the Franchise Tax Board is being 

resolved and it is anticipated that a withdrawal/dismissal of claim will be obtained from the Franchise 

Tax Board and filed with this Court prior to the hearing on the Petition for Final Distribution.  The claim 

of MBNA America in the amount of $8,671.45 has been resolved.  The claim of Discover Financial in 

the amount of $8,041 has been resolved.  Mr. Simonian is in the process of obtaining a 

withdrawal/dismissal of the claims from these creditors.   

 

Mr. Simonian will be attending the status hearing scheduled for 09/28/2015, and can address any 

additional questions.   
  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

2 Louise Roebuck, Vermilyea Johnese,   Case No. 05CEPR00443 

 Thomas Wallace,and Angela Johnese (GUARD/P)       

 
Petitioner Johnese, Tina (Pro Per – Mother – Petitioner) 

Guardian Estrada, Elaine Roebuck (Pro Per – Maternal Grandmother – Guardian) 

   

    Petition for Visitation 

 See petition for details. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: Petitioner also filed a Petition for 

Termination of Guardianship that is set for 

hearing on 11/30/15. 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

2. Need proof of service of Notice of Hearing 

at least 15 days prior to the hearing on: 

- Elaine Roebuck Estrada (Guardian) 

- Louise Roebuck (Minor) 

3. The Court may also require notice of this 

visitation petition to other family members.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

3 Tobias Brewer, Tyler Brewer, Trevor Brewer & Torilyn Brewer (GUARD/P) 

 Case No.  11CEPR00896 
Guardian  Beck, Melanie (pro per – maternal grandmother) 

Petitioner  Brewer, Tabitha (pro per – mother) 

  

  Petition for Visitation 

 TABITHA BREWER, mother, is Petitioner. 

 

MELANIE BECK, maternal grandmother, 

was appointed Guardian of the minors 

on 12/05/11. – acknowledged being 

served on 09/24/15 

 

Father: DAVID BREWER 

 

Paternal grandfather: ALLEN 

Paternal grandmother: TERRIE 

DUMICHELLE 

 

Maternal grandfather: STEVE MOORE 

 

Petitioner requests [see file for details]. 

 

Objection to Visitation filed 10/15/15 by 

Melanie Beck (guardian) states: [see file 

for details]. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 09/24/15 

Minute Order from 09/24/15 states: 

Examiner notes provided in open 

court.  Melanie Beck states that she 

was served.  Ms. Brewer represents 

that the paternal grandfather’s name 

is Allen (no last name stated).  Any 

written objections are to be filed and 

properly served by 10/15/15. 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of service by mail at 

least 15 days before the hearing 

of Notice of Hearing with a copy 

of the Petition for Visitation or 

Consent & Waiver of Notice or 

Declaration of Due Diligence for: 

a. David Brewer (father) 

b. Allen (Paternal grandfather) 

c. Terrie DuMichelle (paternal 

grandmother) 

d. Tobias Brewer (minor) 

e. Tyler Brewer (minor) 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

4A Beverly Dois Cook (CONS/PE) Case No. 13CEPR00966 
 Atty Rindlisbacher, Curtis D. (for Shelia Stearns – Conservator)   

 Probate Status Hearing RE: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

 SHELIA STEARNS was appointed Conservator 
of the Person and Estate with bond of 
$50,000.00 and $425,000.00 to be placed into 
blocked accounts pursuant to 
Evidentiary/Settlement Conference Minute 
Order dated 2-25-14. The Order was signed 
on 3-5-14. 
 
Ms. Stearns was formerly represented by 
Attorney Sheldon Feigel, who is no longer 
eligible to practice law. Mr. Rindlisbacher 
appeared for the conservator on 7-21-14.  
 
On 8-13-14, bond of $50,000.00 was filed. 
Thereafter, Letters were issued on 8-25-14. 
 
At a Status Hearing on 01/29/15, the Court 
set this matter for a status hearing regarding 
filing of the Inventory & Appraisal. 
 
Order Increasing Bond filed 06/26/15, 

increased bond to $373,717.86. 

 

Bond of $373,718.00 filed 09/08/15. 
 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 09/10/15 

 

 

1. Need Inventory & Appraisal 

and/or current verified status 

report. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

4B Beverly Dois Cook (CONS/PE)   Case No.  13CEPR00966 
Attorney  Rindlisbacher, Curtis D. (for Sheila Stearns – Conservator) 

   

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing of the First Account 

 SHELIA STEARNS was appointed 
Conservator of the Person and Estate 
with bond of $50,000.00 and $425,000.00 
to be placed into blocked accounts 
pursuant to Evidentiary/Settlement 
Conference Minute Order dated 2-25-
14. The Order was signed on 3-5-14. 
 
Ms. Stearns was formerly represented by 
Attorney Sheldon Feigel, who is no 
longer eligible to practice law. Mr. 
Rindlisbacher appeared for the 
conservator on 7-21-14.  
 
On 8-13-14, bond of $50,000.00 was 
filed. Thereafter, Letters were issued on 
8-25-14. 
 
At a Status Hearing on 01/29/15, the 
Court set this matter for a status hearing 
regarding filing of the Inventory & 
Appraisal. 
 
Order Increasing Bond filed 06/26/15, 

increased bond to $373,717.86. 

 

Bond of $373,718.00 filed 09/08/15. 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need First Account and/or 

current verified status report. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

5 Juan Carlos Escobar Ruiz, Jose Jesus Escobar,     Case No. 13CEPR01120 
 Josiah Roderick Escobar Ruiz, and Ian Rangel (GUARD/P)   
Attorney   Hopper, Cindy J. (for Armando Escobar – Cousin – Petitioner) 
  
 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. Code §1510) 

 See petition for details.  NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 
COMMENTS: 
 
Note: This Petition pertains to Ian 
only. Estela Ruiz Mendoza was 
appointed guardian of Juan, 
Josiah, and Jose on 3/4/14. 
Juan (16) remains under 
guardianship and Josiah and 
Juan have reached majority.  
 
Minute Order 8/31/15 (Temp): 
Counsel reports that there is no 
father listed in the birth 
certificate and the mother is 
believed to be hiding due to a 
warrant. The Court will not 
dispense with notice to the 
mother for the general hearing. 
Notice to the father will not be 
dispensed with until a 
declaration of due diligence 
has been completed for the 
Court’s consideration. The Court 
grants the temporary 
guardianship to preserve the 
status quo.  
 
1. Proof of service filed 

10/20/15 indicates personal 
service on JUAN DANIEL 
RANGEL; however, this 
person is not identified. 
Need clarification. Is this the 
father? 
 

2. Need identification of and 
notice to the unknown 
paternal grandparents 
pursuant to Probate Code 
§1511 or consent or 
declaration of due 
diligence. 
 

 

 

 

 

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of 
Hrg 

 

 Aff.Mail w 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv. w 

 Conf. 
Screen 

 

 Letters  

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 
Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

 Clearances  
 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: skc 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on: 10/22/15 
 UCCJEA  Updates:  10/27/15 
 Citation  Recommendation:   
 FTB Notice  File  5 – Ruiz/Rangel  

 5 
  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

6 Marcia C. Beard (Estate) Case No. 14CEPR00297 

 
 Attorney  Coleman, William H. (for Petitioner J. Charles Howe, Administrator)  
   

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Informal Accounting of Reserve 

DOD: 2/21/2014  NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 

 
After Hearing Status Report Re 

Reserve filed 10/8/2015. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

7 Esther Toscano (CONS/PE)     Case No.  14CEPR00575 
 

Attorney Heather H. Kruthers (for Conservator Public Guardian) 
  

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing First Accounting or Final Distribution 

  NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 

 
Order Settling First Account, 

etc., filed 8/25/2015. Status 

Hearing for filing of second 

account is set for 8/1/2017. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

8 Joseph Frank Fernandez (GUARD/P)  Case No.  14CEPR00801 
Petitioner: Emily Fernandez (Pro Per) 

Guardian: Jack Frank Fernandez (pro per) 

Guardian: Lydia P. Fernandez (pro per) 

  

Petition for Visitation 

 EMILY FERNANDEZ, mother, is petitioner.  

 

Please see petition for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: Petitioner Emily Fernandez’s 

Petition for Termination of the 

Guardianship was continued to 

12/1/15.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

9 Alvino L. Medina (Estate)    Case No.  14CEPR00866 
Attorney   Bagdasarian, Gary G. (for Administrator Dolores Medina) 

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing of First Account 

DOD: 12/12/74 DOLRES MEDINA, Daughter, was 

appointed Administrator with Limited 

IAEA without bond on 10/30/14 and 

Letters issued 10/31/14. 

 

At the hearing on 10/30/14, the Court 

set this status hearing for the filing of the 

first account or petition for final 

distribution. 

 

Status Report filed 10/27/15 states the 

sole asset of the estate is real property 

located at 35 E. San Joaquin St., in 

Fresno that was in very poor condition. 

After notification of administrative 

citations from the City of Fresno, the 

structure on the property was removed.  

 

An I&A of the property filed 11/17/14 

reflects a value at the date of death (in 

1974) of $12,000.00. The Reappraisal for 

Sale filed 1/20/15 reflects the property 

value of $50,000.00. 

 

The property was listed for sale at 

$50,000.00 on 6/6/15. The value has 

since been reduced once to $42,500.00 

and again to $34,500.00.  

 

The estate is required to sell the 

property to pay a creditor’s claim to the 

Fresno County Tax Collector and 

administrative costs. A continuance of 

60 days is requested. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need first account or petition 

for final distribution per 

Probate Code §12200. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

10A Rose Rodriguez (CONS/PE)     Case No.  14CEPR00994 
Attorney: Pamela J. McFarland (for Conservator Maxine Rodriguez) 

Attorney: Gary Bagdasarian (for Conservator Dennis Rodriguez 

  

 Status Hearing re: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD:  4/14/15 DENNIS RODRIGUEZ and 

MAXINE RODRIGUEZ, were 

appointed co-conservators of 

the estate without bond on 

3/17/15.  

 

Minute Order dated 3/17/15 set 

a status hearing for the filing of 

the inventory and appraisal.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR.  Inventory and Appraisal 

filed.  

 

  

1. There is an outstanding balance owing in 

this case of $480.00 for the court 

investigation on the request for 

appointment of a temporary conservator. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

10B Rose Rodriguez (CONS/PE)     Case No.  14CEPR00994 
Attorney: Pamela J. McFarland (for Conservator Maxine Rodriguez) 

Attorney: Gary Bagdasarian (for Conservator Dennis Rodriguez 
  

  

  Probate Status Hearing RE: Informal Final Accounting and Dismissal 

DOD:  4/14/15  

DENNIS RODRIGUEZ and MAXINE 

RODRIGUEZ, were appointed co-

conservators of the estate without bond 

on 3/17/15.  

 

Minute order dated 8/27/15 set this 

status hearing for the filing of an 

informal final account and dismissal.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR.  Accounting 

filed and set for hearing on 12/14/15. 

 

  

 

2. There is an outstanding balance 

owing in this case of $480.00 for 

the court investigation on the 

request for appointment of a 

temporary conservator.    
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

11 Betty Jean McCoon (Estate)    Case No. 14CEPR01117 
 

Attorney  Heather H. Kruthers (for Public Administrator) 

 

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD: 10/9/2014   PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR was appointed as 

Administrator with full IAEA authority without 

bond on 5/28/2015. 

 

Letters of Administration issued 6/11/2015. 

 

Pursuant to Probate Code § 8800(b), Final 

Inventory and Appraisal was due 10/11/2015.  

 

Minute Order dated 5/28/2015 from the 

hearing on the petition for letters of 

administration set the matter for a Status 

Hearing on 10/29/2015 for filing of the final 

inventory and appraisal. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Final Inventory and 

Appraisal pursuant to 

Probate Code § 8800(b), 

or verified Status Report 

and proof of service of 

notice of the Status 

Hearing pursuant to Local 

Rule 7.5(B). 

 

 

 

 

Cont. from   

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory X 

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of 

Hrg 

 

 Aff.Mail  

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

 Letters  

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

 9202  

 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: LEG 

 Status Rpt X Reviewed on: 10/22/15 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  11 – McCoon  

 11 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

12 Anthony Philip DiEgidio, JR (Estate)  Case No.  15CEPR00414 
Attorney   Wright, Janet L. (for Administrator Anthony P. DiEgidio) 

     

  Probate Status Hearing RE: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD: 3/21/15 ANTHONY P. DIEGIDIO, Father, was 

appointed Administrator with Full IAEA 

without bond on 5/28/15 and Letters 

issued 5/29/15. 

 

At the hearing on 5/28/15, the Court set 

this status hearing for the filing of the 

Inventory and Appraisal.  

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

OFF CALENDAR 
 

Final I&A filed 10/27/15 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

13  Rodney Allen Cooper (Estate)    Case No.  15CEPR00742 
 

Attorney Vega, Mario D.; Parada, Robert S.; of Los Angeles (for John E. Rogers, Jr., Esq.) 
 

  Petition for Letters of Administration; Authorization to Administer  

  Under the Independent Administration of Estates Act 

DOD: 4/27/2013  JOHN E. ROGERS, JR., ESQ., was appointed 

Special Administrator with no IAEA Authority 

without bond with special powers on 8/13/2015. 

LETTERS OF SPECIAL ADMINISTRATION EXPIRE ON 

9/10/2015; extended to 10/29/2015 

JOHN E. ROGERS, JR., ESQ., nominee of 

Decedent’s father, MELVIN COOPER, JR., is 

Petitioner and requests appointment as 

Administrator with Limited IAEA authority without 

bond. 
 

Limited IAEA — OK 
 

Decedent died intestate. 
 

Residence — Fresno 

Publication — Business Journal 
 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Personal property - $0.00* 

*The estate has no assets except for a wrongful 

death action with regard to Decedent’s death. 
 

Probate Referee: Steven Diebert 
 

Petitioner states: 

 The sole heir of the estate is Decedent’s 

father, MELVIN COOPER, JR., pursuant to 

Probate Code § 6402; 

 Attorneys NAZARETH HAYSBERT and MILIN 

CHUN are attorneys with BOUCHER LLP, the 

law firm involved with the wrongful death 

lawsuit filed in federal court on behalf of 

Decedent’s estate. 

Supplemental Declaration filed 10/27/2015 

states [briefly] that John E. Rogers, Jr. is a 

licensed California Attorney who has no 

relationship to Decedent, but who would be 

able to obtain the necessary probate bond; the 

federal Court has ordered in the wrongful death 

action that responsive pleadings be filed by 

12/11/2015. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Continued from 9/10/2015. 

Minute Order dated 

9/10/2015 [Judge Kapetan] 

states the Letters of Special 

Administration are 

extended to 10/29/2015. 
 

Note: Ex Parte Order 

Appointing Special 

Administrator filed 

8/13/2015 authorizes the 

Petitioner special powers to 

pursue wrongful death 

litigation and to pursue any 

claims associated with the 

lawsuit on behalf of the 

Decedent’s estate. Ex Parte 

Petition indicated that 

appointment of a special 

administrator was necessary 

to avoid dismissal of the 

initial wrongful death 

complaint which was filed 

4/28/2015 by BOUCHER, LLP, 

in federal court without 

anyone having been 

appointed as administrator 

of Decedent’s estate, and 

an amended complaint 

was required by 8/26/2015. 

~Please see additional 

page~ 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

13  Additional Page, Rodney Allen Cooper (Estate) Case No.  15CEPR00742 

 
NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS, continued: 

 
Note Re Notice: Proof of Service by Mail of the Notice of Petition to Administer Estate filed 10/1/2015 

shows notice to 7 of the 8 persons listed in Item 8 of the Petition was mailed to the same address in 

Fresno for each of the persons, who are identified as Decedent’s father and adult siblings. Given that 

Decedent’s father is entitled to inherit the entire estate at this time, address confirmation of the 8 

persons is not requested. 

 

Note Re Bond: Attachment 3(d) to the Petition states Petitioner requests no bond be required until 

such time as assets come into the estate, as there are no funds with which to pay a bond premium. If 

assets are recovered from litigation on behalf of Decedent’s estate, a petition to the Court will be 

required regarding the need for bond pursuant to Probate Code § 8482 and CA Rule of Court 7.204, 

which provides that immediately upon the occurrence of facts making it necessary or appropriate to 

increase the amount of the bond, the personal representative or the attorney must make an ex parte 

application for an order increasing the bond. Alternatively, the petition can request all funds be 

placed into a blocked account for the estate. 

 
Note Re Future Hearings: Court will set status hearings as follows: 

 

 Thursday, September 1, 2016 (10 months, to allow additional time for litigation) at 9:00 a.m. in 

Dept. 303 for filing of inventory and appraisal; and 

 

 Thursday, January 5, 2017 (20 months, to allow additional time for litigation) at 9:00 a.m. in Dept. 

303 for filing of first account and/or petition for final distribution. 

 

Pursuant Local Rule 7.5, if the documents noted above are filed 10 days prior to the dates listed, the 

hearings will be taken off calendar and no appearance will be required. 

 

 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

14  Ramon Talamantez Mendoza (Estate)  Case No.  15CEPR00743 
 

Attorney Vega, Mario D.; Parada, Robert S.; of Los Angeles (for John E. Rogers, Jr., Esq.) 
 

  Petition for Letters of Administration; Authorization to Administer  

  Under the Independent Administration of Estates Act 

DOD: 11/10/2013 JOHN E. ROGERS, JR.,ESQ.,  nominee 

of Decedent’s mother, RAMONA 

TALAMANTEZ, is Petitioner and 

requests appointment as 

Administrator with Limited IAEA 

authority without bond. 

 

Limited IAEA — OK 

 

 

Decedent died intestate. 

 

 

Residence — Fresno 

Publication — Business Journal 

 

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Personal property - $0.00* 

*The estate has no assets except for a 

wrongful death action with regard to 

Decedent’s death. 

 

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith 

 

 

Petitioner states: This estate has no 

assets and has been opened for the 

purpose of having a representative to 

file a wrongful death action with 

regard to Decedent’s death. 

 

Supplemental Declaration filed 

10/27/2015 states [briefly] that John E. 

Rogers, Jr. is a licensed California 

Attorney who has no relationship to 

Decedent, but who would be able to 

obtain the necessary probate bond. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 9/10/2015. Minute 

Order dated 9/10/2015 [Judge 

Kapetan] states continued due to the 

defects listed in the Examiner’s notes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Please see additional page~ 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

14  Additional Page, Ramon Talamantez Mendoza (Estate)  Case No.  15CEPR00742 

 
NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS, continued: 

 

Note Re Bond: Attachment 3(d) to the Petition states Petitioner requests no bond be required until 

such time as assets come into the estate, as there are no funds with which to pay a bond premium. If 

assets are recovered from litigation on behalf of Decedent’s estate, a petition to the Court will be 

required regarding the need for bond pursuant to Probate Code § 8482 and CA Rule of Court 7.204, 

which provides that immediately upon the occurrence of facts making it necessary or appropriate to 

increase the amount of the bond, the personal representative or the attorney must make an ex parte 

application for an order increasing the bond. Alternatively, the petition can request all funds be 

placed into a blocked account for the estate. 

 
Note Re Future Hearings: Court will set status hearings as follows: 

 

 Thursday, September 1, 2016 (10 months, to allow additional time for litigation) at 9:00 a.m. in 

Dept. 303 for filing of inventory and appraisal; and 

 

 Thursday, January 5, 2017 (20 months, to allow additional time for litigation) at 9:00 a.m. in Dept. 

303 for filing of first account and/or petition for final distribution. 

 

Pursuant Local Rule 7.5, if the documents noted above are filed 10 days prior to the dates listed, the 

hearings will be taken off calendar and no appearance will be required. 

 

 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

15A Nicholas E. Stamoulis (Estate) Case No.  15CEPR00751 
Attorney   Ramirez, Edward R. (for Giuliano D. DiCicco – Petitioner)   

 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary 

DOD: 07/15/15 GIULIANO DICICCO, named 

Executor without bond, is 

Petitioner. 

 

Full IAEA – OK 

 

Will dated 10/13/10 

 

Residence: Fresno 

Publication: The Business Journal 

 

Estimated Value of the Estate: 

Personal property -  $ 5,000.00 

Real property -   15,000.00 

Total   -  $20,00.00 

  

Probate Referee: RICK SMITH 
 

Notice of Filing of Documents 

Received from Mortgage Company 

Chase as Ordered by Judge Debra 

Kazanjian filed 10/22/15 attaches 

copies of letters from Chase 

regarding the default on the 

mortgage securing real property at 

633 W. Magill in Fresno. 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 10/15/15 

Minute Order from 10/15/15 states: 

Mr. Ramirez is to file any foreclosure 

documents with the Court. 

 

Note: As of 10/12/15, no objection 

and/or will contest has been filed. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

15B Nicholas E. Stamoulis (Estate)   Case No.  15CEPR00751 
Attorney  Ramirez, Edward R. (for Giuliano D. DiCicco – Petitioner)   

  

  Probate Status Hearing RE: Filing of Objection and Trial Readiness 

DOD: 07/15/15 On 08/03/15, GIULIANO DICICCO, 

son-in-law/named Executor without 

bond, filed a Petition for Probate 

requesting to be appointed as 

Executor of the estate without bond. 

 

Minute Order from hearing on 

09/17/15 set this matter for a status 

hearing and states: Counsel is to 

come prepared with agreed upon 

dates if ready for trial setting on 

10/15/15. 

 
Notice of Filing of Documents Received 

from Mortgage Company Chase as 

Ordered by Judge Debra Kazanjian 

filed 10/22/15 attaches copies of letters 

from Chase regarding the default on 

the mortgage securing real property at 

633 W. Magill in Fresno. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 10/15/15 

Minute Order from 10/15/15 states: 

Mr. Ramirez is to file any foreclosure 

documents with the Court. 

 

Note: As of 10/12/15, no objection 

and/or will contest has been filed. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

16 Jerald A. Manson (Estate)    Case No.  15CEPR00793 
Petitioner   Carter, Jim (Pro Per Petitioner) 

Petitioner   Burgess, Debra (Pro Per Petitioner) 

  

  Petition for Letters of Administration 

DOD: 2/24/15 JIM CARTER of AJC Realty Solutions LLC in 

San Pablo, CA, and DEBRA BURGESS, of 

Quality Wholesale Homes LLC in 

Sacramento, CA, are Petitioners and 

request ??? (Petition is blank at #2b.) 

 

Petition does not request IAEA.  

 

Decedent died intestate 

 

Residence: Fresno 

Publication: Reedley Exponent (?) 

 

Estimated value of estate: 

Personal property:  $5,000.00 

Real property:  $174,000.00 

Total:    $179,000.00 

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith 

 

Petitioners state known heirs have 

declined all rights to be named executor. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Amended petition may be 

required for reasons including but 

not limited to the reasons listed on 

the following pages. 

 

SEE ADDITIONAL PAGES 

 

 

Note: If granted, status hearings 

will be set for the filing of the 

Inventory and Appraisal and First 

Account or Petition for Final 

Distribution. At this time, dates are 

not provided, as it does not 

appear the petition is in a 

condition to go forward. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

16 Jerald A. Manson (Estate)    Case No.  15CEPR00793 
Page 2 – NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

1. The petition is blank at #2b; therefore, it is unclear who Petitioners are requesting to be appointed 

as administrator. (Note: Proposed order indicates Petitioners are appointed.) 

 

2. Petitioners state “Known heirs have declined all rights to be named executor of Estate;” at 

#3f(1)(d); however, Petitioners do not state their relationship to the decedent or why they are 

entitled to Letters at #3f(2), and no declinations have been filed. 
 

Two names are listed at #8: Gwendolyn Manson, sister, and Vera Jackson, no relationship stated. 

However, only Vera Jackson was served with Notice of Petition to Administer Estate, along with 

notice to Chase Bank. 
 

Therefore: 

- Need clarification as to Petitioners’ relationship to the decedent; 

- Need clarification as to Vera Jackson’s relationship to the decedent; 

- Need notice to Gwendolyn Manson, sister; 

- Need declinations from Gwendolyn Manson and Vera Jackson to serve as Administrator 

pursuant to priority provided in Probate Code §8461. 

 

3. It appears Petitioners are requesting to waive bond. Need waivers from the above relatives or 

bond of $179,000.00. 

 

4. The decedent resided in the City of Fresno; however, Petitioners published in the Reedley 

Exponent. Need republication pursuant to Probate Code §8121(b) and Local Rule 7.9. 

 

5. The petition does not include a request for powers under the IAEA, but the publication did include 

IAEA language and the proposed order includes IAEA. Need clarification. 

 

6. Petitioners filed a document titled “Decedent Name Change Correction” on 10/20/15 requesting 

correction from “Jerald A. Manson” to “Jerald E. Manson.”  

 

However, Petitioners did not properly petition the Court to change the name of the case or add 

this alias, and the publication only reflected “Jerald A. Manson.” 

 

Therefore, formal request with Court order or amendment of this petition may be required, and 

republication may also be required. 

 

7. The petition is blank at #5a(2)(a) and (b). Was the decedent’s spouse deceased or was decedent 

divorced or never married? If deceased, need date of death pursuant to Local Rule 7.1.1.D. 

 

8. The petition is blank at #5a(3) and (4). Was the decedent survived by a registered domestic 

partner? 

 

9. The petition is blank at #5a(7) and (8). Was the decedent survived by issue of a predeceased 

child? 

 

10. The petition indicates a page is attached, but no page is attached. 

 

11. Need Letters. 



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

17 Kenneth Ray Lane and Cynthia Kaye Lane Living Trust dated April 2, 2012 

         Case No.  15CEPR00845 
Attorney: Marcus D. Magness (for Petitioner Analisa Lane) 

   

 Petition for Order; (I) Confirming that Certain Property are Trust Assets; (II) Determining 

 Questions of Construction of Trust; (III) Ascertaining Beneficiaries and Determining to 

 Whom Property Shall Pass; (IV) Compelling Trustee to Provided Information and 

 Account; and (V) Compelling Redress of Breaches of the Trust 

 ANALISA LANE, beneficiary, is petitioner.  

 

 

Please see petition for details  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 10/8/15.  

Minute order states matter 

continued to allow Cynthia 

Lane to formally obtain 

counsel.   

 

1. Need Order.  Local Rule 

7.1 states a proposed 

Order shall be submitted 

with all pleadings that 

request relief.  If the 

proposed order is not 

received in the Probate 

Filing Clerk’s Office ten 

(10) days before the 

scheduled hearing, a 

continuance may be 

required.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

18 Patricia Cubias Hernandez (GUARD/P)  Case No.  15CEPR00917 
Petitioner Santos Hernandez Panameno (Pro Per Petitioner) 

Petitioner Ana Cecilia Rodas Ramos (Pro Per Petitioner) 

  Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person 

 General Hearing set for 12/3/2015 

 

SANTOS HERNANDEZ PANAMENO, maternal uncle 

and aunt, ANA CECILIA RODAS RAMOS, are 

Petitioners. 

 

~Please see Petition for details~ 

 

 

 

Objection to Guardianship filed by MARIA 

HERNANDEZ, mother, on 10/14/2015. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Note: Petitioners are Spanish-

speaking only. 
 

Continued from 10/15/2015. 

Minute Order states Court 

interpreter interprets for 

Petitioners and mother. 

Petitioners are maternal 

uncle and aunt, not 

paternal. Ms. Hernandez is to 

turn over all recordings to 

the Fresno Superior Court 

Investigator. The Petitioners 

may contact the Court 

Investigator to listen to the 

recordings. The Court orders 

CPS to check the well-being 

of the child. Also, the Court 

orders that the father is not 

to be around the child for 

any reason. 

Note: All defects listed in the 

notes have been addressed. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

19 Kirk L. Adams (Spousal)     Case No.  15CEPR00925 

 
Petitioner Victoria A. Adams (Pro Per) 

  

   Spousal or Domestic Partner Property Petition 

DOD: 10/31/2013  VICTORIA A. ADAMS, surviving spouse, is 

Petitioner. 

 

 

No other proceedings. 

 

 

 

Will dated 10/21/2013 devises all belongings 

and entire estate residue to his spouse, 

VICTORIA ANN ADAMS. 

 

 

Petitioner states no facts (per Item 7 of the 

Petition), upon which Petitioner bases the 

allegation that the property is property that 

should be confirmed to the surviving spouse. 

 

 

Petitioner requests Court determination that 

½ interest in real property located at 4797 

W. Celeste, Fresno, passes to her. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing and 

proof of service by mail of the 

Notice of Hearing pursuant to 

Probate Code § 13655(a)(2) 

for all persons listed in Item 9 

of Petition, as follows: 

 Brandy Adams, daughter; 

 Jennifer Adams, daughter. 

 

2. Item 5(a)(1) of the Petition is 

incomplete re: natural or 

adopted surviving child. 

 

3. Item 5(a)(2) of the Petition is 

incomplete re: issue of a 

predeceased child. 

 

4. Need Attachment 7 to the 

Petition describing sufficient 

facts pursuant to Probate 

Code § 13651(a)(3) and (4), 

upon which the Petitioner 

bases the allegation that the 

subject property should be 

determined as passing to her 

as surviving spouse. 

 

~Please see additional page~ 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

 

 

19 Additional Page, Kirk L. Adams (Spousal)  Case No.  15CEPR00925 

 
NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS, continued: 

 

5. Need Attachment 7(a) to the Petition containing the legal description of the subject real property 

including the Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN.) Petition contains a copy of a Recorded Deed 

Notice dated 5/21/2014 attached, which contains the APN, but does not contain the legal 

description as required. 

 

6. Item 9 of the Petition does not whether the persons listed are minors. 

 

7. Proposed Spousal or Domestic Property Order is incomplete (blank) at Item 5, and does not 

contain as required Attachment 5(a) describing the property passing to Petitioner. 

 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

20 Teresita Recel (Estate)    Case No.  15CEPR00933 
Attorney   Boyajian, Thomas M. (for Petitioner Pedro F. Reyes) 

  

 Petition for Letters of Administration; Authorization to Administer Under IAEA 

DOD: 8/11/09 PEDRO F. REYES, Nominee, is 

Petitioner and requests appointment 

as Administrator with Full IAEA without 

bond. 

 

Sole heir nominates Petitioner and 

waives bond. (See attached Power 

of Attorney and Waiver of Bond.) 

 

Full IAEA – ok 

 

Decedent died intestate 

 

Residence: Reedley, CA 

Publication: Business Journal 

 

Estimated value of estate: 

Real property: $160,000.00 

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Duties and Liabilities of 

Personal Representative and 

Confidential Supplement (DE-147 

and DE-147S). 

 

2. The decedent’s address appears 

to be within the city limits of 

Reedley, CA; therefore, pursuant 

to Local Rule 7.9, the Court may 

require republication in the 

Reedley Exponent. 

 

3. Need proof of service of Notice 

of Petition to Administer Estate on 

consulate office in US pursuant to 

Probate Code §8113. 

 

4. Need letters.  

 

Note: If granted, the Court will set 

status hearings as follows: 
 

 Thursday December 10, 2015 for 

filing of bond, if required 
 

 Thursday March 24, 2016 for the 

filing of the Inventory and 

Appraisal 
 

 Thursday January 27, 2017 for the 

filing of the First Account or 

Petition for Final Distribution. 
 

If items are properly on file per Local 

Rule 7.5, the status hearings may 

come off calendar. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

21 Dalia Lopez Santiago (CONS/P)   Case No.  15CEPR00934 
Petitioner Maria Santiago Bautista (Pro Per – Mother – Petitioner) 

Petitioner Adelaido Lopez (Pro Per – Father – Petitioner) 

   

 Petition for Appointment of Probate Conservator of the Person 

 See petition for details. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Court Investigator advised rights on 

10/19/15. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

22 Gage Lasater-Thornton (CONS/P)  Case No.  15CEPR00956 
Petitioner Lasater, Brandy (Pro Per – Mother – Petitioner) 

   

  Petition for Appointment of Probate Conservator of the Person 

 See petition for details. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need video receipt per Local 

Rule 7.15.8.A. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

23 Schon Maggard and Teja Maggard (GUARD/P) Case No.  15CEPR00968 
 

Petitioner Connie Lisa Vellez Laxson (Pro Per) 
 

 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person 

 TEMPORARY EXPIRES 10/29/2015 

 

General Hearing set for 12/9/2015 

 

CONNIE LISA LAXSON, paternal 

aunt, is Petitioner. 
 

 

~Please see Petition for details~ 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Continued from 10/8/2015. Minute Order 

states examiner notes provided in open 

court. Ms. Laxson is to make attempts to 

locate Sandra Maggard, mother. If she is 

unable to do so, the Court grants permission 

to notice Ms. Maggard for the 10/29/2015 

hearing via Facebook with a message that 

indicates the date, time, and place of the 

hearing, as well as an offer to mail her 

paperwork. Ms. Laxson is to bring proof of 

the message to the hearing. The petition is 

granted to preserve the status quo. 
 

The following issues from the last hearing 

remain: 

1. Need Notice of Hearing and proof of 

five (5) court days’ notice by personal 

service of the Notice of Hearing with a 

copy of the Petition for Appointment of 

Temporary Guardian, or Consent to 

Appointment of Guardian and Waiver of 

Notice, or a Declaration of Due 

Diligence for:  

 Sandra Maggard, mother, if Court does 

not excuse notice as Petitioner requests; 

 Schon Maggard, proposed ward (age 

13); 

 Teja Maggard, proposed ward (age 12). 
 

2. UCCJEA form filed on 9/29/2015 does 

not provide residence information for 

the last 5 years as required. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

24 Daryel Navarro and Robert Navarro (GUARD/P) Case No.  15CEPR00980 

 
Petitioner Mary L. Pawlik (Pro Per Petitioner) 

  

 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person 

 TEMPORARY EXPIRES 10/29/2015 
 

General Hearing set for 

12/14/2015 

 

MARY L. PAWLIK, paternal 

grandmother, is Petitioner. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Note: Petitioner attempted to file a Request 

for Dismissal, which was not entered as 

requested because temporary 

guardianship orders are in effect until 

10/29/2015.  
 
 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

And proof of five (5) court days’ notice 

by personal service of the Notice of 

Hearing with a copy of the Petition for 

Appointment of Temporary Guardian, or 

Consent to Appointment of Guardian 

and Waiver of Notice, or a Declaration 

of Due Diligence for:  

3. Blanca Navarro, mother, if Court does 

not excuse notice as Petitioner requests. 

4. Robert Pawlik, father, if Court does not 

excuse notice as Petitioner requests. 
 

2. Child Information Attachment filed 

10/1/2015 is incomplete at Item 2 re: 

names and addresses of child’s relatives. 

This information is required prior to the 

general hearing on 12/14/2015 in order 

to confirm notice has been properly 

served to grandparents and any siblings. 
 

3. UCCJEA form filed on 10/1/2015 does 

not provide residence information for the 

last 5 years as required. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

25 Joanne Potts (GUARD/P)    Case No.  15CEPR01023 
Petitioner   Robinson, Nicole Marie (Pro Per – Cousin – Petitioner) 

Objector   Palms, Shanikwa (Pro Per – Mother – Objector)  

 

 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person (Prob. Code §2250) 

 See petition for details. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of personal service 

of Notice of Hearing with a copy 

of the petition at least five court 

days prior to the hearing per 

Probate Code §2250(e) or 

consent and waiver of notice or 

declaration of due diligence on: 

- Shanikwa Palms (Mother) 

- Unknown Father 

 

3. Petitioner’s Confidential 

Guardian Screening Form is 

incomplete. Need additional 

information. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

26 Christian Sylvia and Kayleen Puentes (GUARD/P)  

         Case No.  15CEPR01026 
Petitioner Puentes, James P. (Pro Per – Brother – Petitioner) 

Petitioner Puentes, Erica (Pro Per – Sister-in-law – Petitioner) 

  

 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person (Prob. Code §2250) 

 See petition for details.  NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. The minors reside with Petitioner in 

Madera, which is Madera County. 

The Court may require 

clarification re Fresno as proper 

venue for guardianship per 

Probate code §2201. Petitioner 

may be required to file in Madera 

County Superior Court. 

 

1. Need proof of personal service of 

Notice of Hearing with a copy of 

the temp petition at least five 

court days prior to the hearing on: 

- Christian Sylvia (Minor) 

- Dial Bolin (Christian’s father) 

- Jose Puentes (Kayleen’s father) 

- Ruby Arballo (Mother) 

 

Note: Notices of Hearing filed 

10/26/15 indicate personal 

service on the minor and the 

mother only, but without a copy 

of the petition as required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

27 Jeremiah Coward (GUARD/P) Case No.  15CEPR01035 
Petitioner Benjamin, Glenda Faye (Pro Per – Maternal Grandmother – Petitioner) 

  

 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person (Prob. Code §2250) 

 See petition for details. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of personal service of 

Notice of Hearing with a copy of 

the temp petition at least five 

court days prior to the hearing 

per Probate Code §2250(e) or 

consent and waiver of notice or 

declaration of due diligence on: 

- Michael Coward (Father) ), if 

diligence not found. 

- Latrese Benjamin (Mother), if 

diligence not found. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

28 Leticia Wilson (GUARD/P)     Case No.  12CEPR00762 
Petitioner Palacios, Shannalee (Pro Per – Mother)  

Attorney Kirkland, Alexia (for Katie Cipolla – Objector)  
  Petition for Visitation 

 SHANNALEE PALACIOS, mother, is 

petitioner.  

 

Please see petition for details 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order of 10/22/2015: Ms. 

Kirkland is to file a declaration by 12 

pm on 10/23/2015 with all of the 

Family Law case information 

regarding the filing yesterday.   

 

1. Need proof of service fifteen (15) 

days prior to the hearing of the 

Notice of Hearing along with a 

copy of the Petition for Visitation  

for: 

 Martin Mendoza (Father)  

Note: Declaration of Due Diligence 

filed 09/17/2015 states petitioner 

went to father’s last known address 

and spoke to his mother and sister.  

They do not know his current 

whereabouts however they do 

believe he is in Mexico.   

 

2. Notice of Hearing filed 

09/17/2015 indicates the father, 

Martin Mendoza, was served by 

mail c/o Nena Mendoza.  Service 

must be directly to the individual 

and cannot be in c/o another 

individual.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, October 29, 2015 

29 Lavonye Ligons (GUARD/P)   Case No.  15CEPR00401 
Petitioner  Melva Palms (Pro Per – Non-relative – Petitioner)   

  Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. Code §1510) 

 See petition for details. NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
 
Minute Order 10/26/15: Ms. 
Palms shows the Court a copy of 
a Notice of Hearing filed 
stamped 10/19/15, with an 
illegible hearing date that is not 
entered into the system. Ms. 
Palms is to bring Reynaldo Palms 
to court on Thursday so that the 
Court may ask him questions 
regarding service. 
 
Update: Notice of Hearing filed 
10/19/15 has been found and 
entered, and reflects service as 
follows: 
 
- The parents were served by 

mail on 9/15/15 at their 
respective facilities. However, 
Probate Code §1511 requires 
personal service on parents.  
 

- Maternal Grandparents 
Cassandra Kinchen was 
served by mail as required. 

 

- Maternal Grandfather 
Nicholas Ward was served by 
mail; however, the proof of 
service does not show the 
date mailed or that a copy of 
the petition was included. 
 

- Janice Muhamad, who is not 
identified, was also served by 
mail and personally served. Is 
Ms. Muhamad the paternal 
grandmother? 
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